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January 20, 2012 25 Tevet, 5772

MJCDS
Maggid/Teller

 
the weekly newsletter of

 Madison Jewish  Community Day
School

 

Dear Rokker, 

This past week, students took a regular bus to go see a
magic bus at the Overture Center!  Taking the city bus is
always a fun adventure, but K-2 students were especially
excited to have the chance to see Ms. Frizzle and other
favorite characters from the Magic School Bus book series on
the stage.
 
At the same time,
3-4 students visited
the Wisconsin
Historical Museum
where they learned
about ancient
inhabitants of
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Wisconsin and
traditions of the
peoples native to
the state.
 
Educators are
always learning as well.  This week, Rabbi Ben-Gideon
learned about new developments in the day school world at
the National Jewish Day School Conference in Atlanta.  
 
Stay warm and safe in the snow and Shabbat Shalom!

Announcements

Sunday Discussion 
Parents, please join us at the Ben-Gideon home this Sunday at 9:30 am to discuss, "Who is
the ideal MJCDS graduate?"  What has he learned? What skills has she gained?  What
personal qualities does he possess? What might she go on to do in the future? While of
course, no single child will embody ALL of these qualities, these questions will help spark a
conversation about our hopes and dreams for our children and for the school as a whole. 
 
SMART* Night 
*Sandwiches, Music & ART
Tuesday, Jan, 31 at 6 pm
Join us for a light dinner at 6. Music and art presentations by our students begin at 6:30 pm!  
 
Please return school photo packages.  If you have not yet returned your Lifetouch portrait
package (and/or payment, please do so on asap.)
  
 
Community Announcements
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Havdalah Disco Party
Sat. Jan. 21, 6-8 pm Goodman Community Center, 148 Waubesa
Come for Havdalah, stay for the dance party! All ages welcome.
Email dina@jewishmadison.org with questions or to RSVP.
 
Women's New Moon Celebration
Thursday, Jan. 26, 7 pm at Beth Israel Center
Did you know that there's a holiday once a month just for Jewish women? Do you love to sing
or tell stories? Want to build strong connections with other Jewish women in Madison? Rosh
Chodesh (the first day of the Jewish month) is traditionally a holiday for Jewish women as a
reward for their devotion to God. Shevat is a month about nature, regrowth and music. Please
join us for a relaxed evening of song, learning and personal reflection in honor of Rosh Chodesh
Shevat. This event is open to Jewish women of all ages and backgrounds.  Questions? Email
Lily: lilynd@gmail.com

Madison Mensches

Did you think that the Madison Mensch Program disappeared? No, not at all!  It just changed a
bit as our students' needs grew and evolved.  As you may know, this program welcomes
community members into our classrooms to share wisdom and stories with our students. 
 
Todah Rabbah to Shulamit Elkayam, a wonderful retired music teacher who came and taught
us songs at the beginning of the year, as well as Liz Whitesel, a teacher who taught us 
about sign language. We all loved learning how to "sing" Shabbat Shalom in sign language! 
 
The Madison Mensch Program was originally designed as part of the third grade curriculum as
an integrated program connecting social studies and Jewish values.  It has since evolved into a
third-fourth grade program that focuses on how Judaism affects people's lives. 
 
Our upper-grade students prepare for guests by first formulating strong interview
questions. When our guest arrives he/she meets the students through a presentation that the
students initiate.  Then the discussion and question session begins!
 
Larry Kohn, the education director of Temple Beth El, was our first upper grade guest. He was

mailto:lilynd@gmail.com?
mailto:dina@jewishmadison.org?
http://www.albumstopdf.com/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcampaign.r20.constantcontact.com%2frender%3fllr%3dakrf6hhab%26v%3d001O3CKqe2sPwyo0Qupa-DEZi5zyd-6UWxmonVedZVEstRLHAolWzaIksXzwlomdEEQucTRWuE7FyoDlz04TP8ZGw4abFvzmI7bWcTNvypt2A01Dw1aG5ICE64AVINeucWOjQBvvmRFJRg%253D&id=ma-120120152819-f15ea602
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API New hot app: Facebook Albums To PDF

so engaging that we were almost late for dismissal. The Pressmans, Michael and
Marsha, came next followed by Cantor Deborah Martin, who not only shared answers with us,
but being musically inclined, shared songs with us too! Nancy Brower, a MJCDS Board
Member, visited next. She shared that her relationship with Judaism has changed over the
years, and that she loves the traditions and being connected.  
 
We thank all of our guests for sharing and teaching us. 
 
Here are some samples of questions that the students often ask:
 
Zoe: What does being Jewish mean to you?
 
Talia: How does Judaism affect you?
 
Nikko: Who was your rabbi for your synagogue/temple when you were young?
 
Anna: Do you have any Shabbat traditions? Please share what they are.
 
Vered: What is your favorite activity to do on Shabbat afternoon?
 
Lena: When and where do you like to study Torah?
 
Ilana; Did you go to Hebrew school when you were young?
 
Debbie: What are some of your favorite holiday memories?
 
So as you can read the Mensch Program is alive and well. It is merely appearing in
a new place and time with a bit of a different angle. Whatever the angle, though,
you can be sure that our students are learning to live lives as menches. Happy 2012. 
 
May your days be filled with doing mitzvot.
 

-Meisha Leibson
 

Pictures of the Week
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 Shlicha Maya made three-cornered hats for Purim with all the children and sang in Hebrew,
"La Kovah Sheli Shalosh Pinot."
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Josephine says, "I'm so proud I finished my Hebrew book!"

Upcoming Events

Fri. Jan. 20:  Kabbalat Shabbat Together 1:25 pm
 
Sun. Jan. 22:  Focus group, "Who is MJCDS's ideal graduate?"  9:30 am.
 
Mon. Jan. 23:  Education Committee Meeting, 7 pm

http://www.albumstopdf.com/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcampaign.r20.constantcontact.com%2frender%3fllr%3dakrf6hhab%26v%3d001O3CKqe2sPwyo0Qupa-DEZi5zyd-6UWxmonVedZVEstRLHAolWzaIksXzwlomdEEQucTRWuE7FyoDlz04TP8ZGw4abFvzmI7bWcTNvypt2A01Dw1aG5ICE64AVINeucWOjQBvvmRFJRg%253D&id=ma-120120152819-f15ea602
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API New hot app: Facebook Albums To PDF

Mon. Jan. 23:  Education Committee Meeting, 7 pm
 
Mark your calendar:  Tuesday, Jan. 31  SMART night (Sandwiches, Music and ART)
Sandwiches at 6, Art and Music Presentations at 6:30.  

Let's stay in touch!  Keep the lines of communication flowing with your child's teachers by
calling school at 608-204-9900 or by emailing them at:

Jodi Harris  jodi@madisonjewishdayschool.com
Geri Goldman geri@madisonjewishdayschool.com
Meisha Leibson meisha@madisonjewishdayschool.com
Rabbi Ben-Gideon rabbi@madisonjewishdayschool.com

 Support Madison Jew ish Community Day School
Learn more at w w w .madisonjew ishdayschool.com

Forward email

This email w as sent to maxink@aol.com by rabbi@madisonjew ishdayschool.com |  
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal w ith SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Madison Jewish Community Day School | 2702 Arbor Drive | Madison | WI | 53711

http://ui.constantcontact.com/roving/CCPrivacyPolicy.jsp
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001hZPoUmWGsMZb8CP5rYa-vwBu0FDKnksm&t=001AiugUsCpUtDlsUV9ThN2_A%3D%3D&llr=akrf6hhab
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=oo&mse=001hZPoUmWGsMZb8CP5rYa-vwBu0FDKnksm&t=001AiugUsCpUtDlsUV9ThN2_A%3D%3D&llr=akrf6hhab
mailto:rabbi@madisonjewishdayschool.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_News_216
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=001hZPoUmWGsMZb8CP5rYa-vwBu0FDKnksm&t=001AiugUsCpUtDlsUV9ThN2_A%3D%3D&llr=akrf6hhab
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=akrf6hhab&m=1107293291840&ea=maxink%40aol.com&a=1109112631749
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=akrf6hhab&et=1109112631749&s=194&e=001Bx8bTXaqUqK-6d_cZpoYkUhhMs7HfFOBlrmpJGcec0WIXWxZ_De22Yi1q6gS8zaifO7ylw-nkE-g7dtvitX6GqPDgCmJKL_TLbgaf_QFrQYvF1P7364g130nXlsb8Qzf
mailto:rabbi@madisonjewishdayschool.com
mailto:meisha@madisonjewishdayschool.com
mailto:geri@madisonjewishdayschool.com
mailto:jodi@madisonjewishdayschool.com?
http://www.albumstopdf.com/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fcampaign.r20.constantcontact.com%2frender%3fllr%3dakrf6hhab%26v%3d001O3CKqe2sPwyo0Qupa-DEZi5zyd-6UWxmonVedZVEstRLHAolWzaIksXzwlomdEEQucTRWuE7FyoDlz04TP8ZGw4abFvzmI7bWcTNvypt2A01Dw1aG5ICE64AVINeucWOjQBvvmRFJRg%253D&id=ma-120120152819-f15ea602
http://pdfcrowd.com

